ABSTRACT

Agriculture — Formation of Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency
(TANSEDA) - Orders — Issued.
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AGRICULTURE (AP2) DEPARTMENT

A pousEmaui gyeiri) 2046 Urigsfl 27
G O (Ms).No.94 Dated: 10.04.2015

-

Read:

1. Government Letter No.19806/AP2/2014-1, Agriculture (AP2) Department,
dated 8 8.2014.

2. From the Director of Agriculture Letter No.Seeds5 / 76433/2014, dated
17.12.2014.

hhn

ORDER:

Under Rule 110 of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, the Hon'ble Chief

Minister of Tamil Nadu has made the following announcement among others, in the
floor of the assembly on 7.8.2014:-

“gublypa, aflnemdlast anarm Glumm allsng st ydlsamallsy 2 uGuIrdllusmes
o GGHAIGGID fusmHUTe, oyra elmsl Ussoemsm s,  afling 2 n)usd)
Caunpn  Hleoewmisst wmmin eSleuemSloen o FGwreny s mrudlsmssr s,
ol vssrfhumemasmer Hunhlg gl 156 CameGuu 74 sl s emuind GQasuaisy
sl ks efleng Cubun(h pasois speatmy TMLMGSHUILHILD 57601 LI60H S,
Qaflaliggys QammdlGneor. @It 2 nusdH Claiwoudin smomss, ameim
Quim eflemagssr * gowr SEEDS” sisoim Gluwflsy * gyiuon Gasman”™ sowowud
adlmuement  eumufleudsit  epeuld  Bhwimuonser  eflsmsuidley  alleuamudle smé @,
sULPMRIGUU(LILD.

2. Based on the above announcement, the Director of Agriculture has sent
proposal for formation of Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency (TANSEDA).
In his proposal, he has informed that seed Is the basic and most critical input ior
sustainable agriculture The response of all other inputs depends on quality of seeds
to a large extent The Department of Agriculture has proposed to increase the Seed
Replacement Ratio (SRR) from existing 17% to 33% in paddy, 22% to 33% in pulses
and 6% 1o 12% in olseeds The total certified seed production which was 43216
Metric Tonnes in 2001-2002 increased to 84775 Metnc Tonnes in 2013-2014 This
clearly shows that the need for qualily sced has increased manifold High share of
Public / Government sector in seed supply 1S necessary to guard the interest of the
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mgrgmal and resource poor farmers so that they can get qualily seeds al reasonable

price. The State has a well defined institutiohal frame work for seed production to <
ensure tmely availabilily of seed. IHence, as announced by Hon'ble Chief Minister. to
cnc:.irdlmate and integrate all seed related activities under one roof, and to have

holistic and sustainable development in seed sector, the Director of Agriculture has

sent pr?pnsais to constitute an agency viz. "Tamil Nadu State Seed Development

Agencx empowered with financial and administrative powers for efficient seed
production and distribution in a time bound manner.

3. The Director of Agriculture has also informed that the Tamil Nadu State
Seed Development Agency will be registered as a Society under The Tamil Nadu
Societies Registration Act, 1975 which will be governed by the Governing Council
consisting of officials and the bye laws. The Tamil Nadu State Seed Development
Agency may function at Chennai as headquarters in the Office of the Director of
Agncqlture, Chepauk, Chennai-5. The Director of Agriculture has also proposed
organisational set up for Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency by society
atgﬁ at Headquarters, Districts level, Block level and administrative level. Further, the
existing Receipt head may be followed during 2014-2015 and from 2015-2016, the
receipt from sale of seeds and seedlings may be credited to Tamil Nadu State Seed
Development Agency receipt head. Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency
may utilize the existing infrastructure of the Department of Agriculture consisting of
41 State Seed Farms, 81 Seed Processing Units, 22 State Coconut Nursery and
Crossing centres, 16 crossing centres, Seed Multiplication Scheme Paddy, Millets,
Pulses, Oilseeds and Cotton and 880 Agricultural Extension Centres. The budget
and price policy proposed by him for Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency

are as follows:-

Budget .

a) The Government may authorize Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency to
draw the full amount budgeted for paying for seed procurement, maintenance of
machinery in seed farms, seed processing units and payment of wages. This

amount will be one time drawal from the budget.
b) The receipt head for depositing the money realised from sale of seed may be

discontinued and the sale proceed may be deposited to the Tamil Nadu State
Seed Development Agency. By this, the Tamil Nadu State Seed Development

Agency shall be able to maintain the revolving fund for payment of seeds.
The annual allocation for seed payment in the relevant head of accounts Is

Rs 14600 64 lakhs. It is sufficient that only 50% (i.e.) Rs.7300.32 lakhs (rounded
to Rs.75.00 Crores) of it can be given as revolving fund. Apart from this, a corpus
fund of Rs.10.00 Crores may also be allocated. |
A separate single debit head may be created for drawal of the fund of Tamil l*~lacl§|r
State Seed Development Agency for settling all seed related bills at block lev
after ensuring its genuineness at District level by operating a Ba_nk account
The funds with Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency ‘wul be redistributed
to District Joint Directors of Agriculture based on their requirement from 2015-
wards.
f) 53?11}?1;“2314-2015, Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency may be
permitted to continue with the existing budget operation procedures, in view of

difficulties in switching over to new procedure.
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Price Policy

. PROCUREMENT: Paddy, Millets, Pulses, Oilseeds, Cotton and Coconut -

Existing Price Policy will be followed during 2014-2015.
Il. SALE PRICE: Paddy, Pulses, Oilseeds, Cotton and Coconut - Existing Price

policy will be followed during 2014-2015.

4. The Director of Agriculture has therefore requested the Government to
issue suitable orders for establishing the “Tamil Nadu State Seed Development
Agency” (TANSEDA), so as to distribute quality seeds and planting materials at
required time through existing input outlets in the existing Agricultural Extension
Centres by coordinating all activities related to Seed Multiplication Scheme, State
Seed Farms and Seed Processing Units along with positioning of existing staff at a

fnancial outlay of Rs 85.00 crores.

5. ARer careful examination of the above proposal of the Director of
Agriculture, the Government accord sanction for the creation of “Tamil Nadu State
Seed Development Agency” (TANSEDA) and sanction a sum of Rs.25.00 Crore
(Rupees twenty five crore only) during 2015-2016, so as to ensure the timely
availability and to encourage the use of certified seeds by the fammers by
coordinating all the activities related to seed. The Director of Agriculture / Vice
Chairman and Managing Director, Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency is
requested to make necessary arrangements for allocation of additional funds, if the
deficit of the Agency exceeds Rs.25.00 crore and in case of expenditure is less than
Rs.25.00 crore, he shall carry over the saving to the next financial year.

6. The Government further direct that-

i. the mandate of the Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency shall be as

at Annexure-| appended to this order,
the composition of the Governing Council shall be as at Annexure-l|

appended to this order,
no new posts shall be created for the Tamil Nadu State Seed Development

Agency and the name of the existing posts shall be renamed and utilized for
the said Agency. The organisational set up of Tamil Nadu State Seed
Development Agency at Head Quarters, District and Block level and the
details of offices from which these posts are redeployed shall be as at

Annexure-lIl appended to this order,
the bye-laws of the Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency shall be as

- at Annexure-1V appended to this order;

41 State Seed Farms, 81 Seed Processing Units, 22 State Coconut
Nurseries. 16 Coconut Crossing Centres (Seed Multiplication Scheme -
Paddy, Millet, Pulses, Oilseeds and Cotton)and 880 Agricultural Extension
Centres shall function under the control of the Tamil Nadu State Seed
Development Agency and the said Agency shall utilize the existing
infrastructure of State Seed Farms, Seed Processing Units, State Coconut
Nurseries. Coconut Crossing Centres and Agricultural Extension Centres of
the Department of Agriculture |

the Tamil Nadu State Seed Development Agency shall be reqgistered as a
Society under The Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act, 1975 and the
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